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Strengthening and Engaging
Vets Are a New Force 
within The HSUS Ranks
Animals gained a powerful new voice in the 
veterinary community when The HSUS and 
the 3,500-member Association of Veterinarians 
for Animal Rights (AVAR) agreed to join 
forces. While The HSUS has been building our 
veterinary assets for years, our corporate 
combination with the animal protection 
movement’s only veterinary organization 
represents a major infusion of talent and 
resources. The new entity, called the Humane 
Society Veterinary Medical Association 
(HSVMA), will focus on advocacy and hands-on 
services and will give veterinarians, along 
with veterinary technicians and students,  
an opportunity to participate in animal 
protection work.
HSVMA will offer a home for veterinarians 
who want to work more actively on animal 
welfare issues and provide an alternative  
to industry-oriented veterinary groups that 
often side against animals on a range of 
unacceptable practices. These include horse 
slaughter for human consumption, the use of 
randomly sourced dogs and cats for research, 
foie gras production that abuses ducks and 
geese, and factory farm confinement of 
animals in small crates and cages that barely 
allow them to move.
The HSUS’s longstanding partnerships with 
veterinary professionals—in the areas of 
disaster response, spay/neuter initiatives, 
and animal care at sanctuaries and wildlife 
centers—will continue to grow. So, too, will 
our Rural Area Veterinary Services (RAVS) 
program that last year delivered more than 
26,000 treatments to animals in underserved 
communities here and abroad.
c	humanesociety.org/vets
Supporting Our Partners
The HSUS awarded $6,801,762 in grants to  
438 animal care organizations in 2007, making 
us the third largest U.S.-based grant maker to 
humane	programs.	Fulfilling	our	post-Katrina	
pledge to improve the lives of animals on the 
economically	deprived	Gulf	Coast,	we	gave	
close to $900,000 to 56 shelters in Louisiana 
and Mississippi; $800,000 to the Louisiana 
State University veterinary school to launch  
a community animal health program; and 
$600,000 to build an emergency shelter in 
Dixon, La. We also committed $2 million for  
a regional spay/neuter campaign.
Rural Area Veterinary Services (RAVS)  
U.S. and Abroad
Number of Animals Treated 6,231
Number of Treatments Given 26,490
Dollar Value of Treatments Given $1,003,420 
Number of Veterinary Schools Involved 25
Number of Volunteers 530
RAVS veterinary training in El Salvador
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New Initiatives Widen 
Our Services and Scope
In May, we launched an innovative program 
called Humane Wildlife Services in the 
Washington, D.C., area and on Cape Cod, 
Mass. It provides direct assistance to 
homeowners and businesses in need of 
humane and effective solutions to urban 
wildlife problems. In eight months, we 
serviced 224 jobs and answered more than 
1,000 phone calls from home and property 
owners seeking advice in the D.C. area.
c	humanesociety.org/hws
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for mitigating development impacts on  
native wildlife. Close to 1,000 Florida gopher 
tortoises, buried alive or imperiled by 
construction projects that also destroyed 
their habitats, were rescued and relocated, as 





We conducted a series of events that trained 
people and recognized talented individuals 
for their work for animals. More than 1,500 
people from 30 countries attended our annual 
Animal Care Expo; 1,160 participated in our 
online shelter volunteer management training 
program; some 1,000 attended our Taking 
Action for Animals conference; 1,172 
participated in Lobby 101 workshops around 
the country, and close to 500 attended feral 
cat workshops. Some 4,000 people sought 
information on shelter-related issues from 
fundraising to euthanasia. HSUS staff 
organized and conducted hundreds of 
workshops on topics ranging from political 
lobbying to investigating animal fighting to 
coping with compassion fatigue in shelters.
Other new programs include Humane Capital 
Partners, the first animal protection venture 
capital fund that invests in companies 
producing humane products and services and 
helps animal-friendly businesses grow in the 
marketplace. Animals and Religion is an 
interfaith initiative that engages people and 
institutions on an array of critical animal 
protection issues.
c	humanesociety.org/religion
More Habitat for  
Our Wild Friends
The HSUS Wildlife Land Trust added more 
than a dozen properties and projects to  
our portfolio of sanctuaries and protected 
habitat areas, which now encompass nearly  
2 million acres in 36 states and seven foreign 
countries. We also worked with developers 
and government officials to develop protocols 
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Rural Area Veterinary Services 6,231
Total Animals Cared For 24,078
the HSuS in the news
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Print and Video: Media Hits (2002–2007)












Percentage of Media Hits by Issue (2007)
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